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question may be inferred from the remarks of one of the Conserva- 
tori, apropos of the Roman beggars, which he quotes approvingly. 
" I have reckoned up with considerable care the edifices bequeathed, 
with considerable endowments, to the poor of Rome, and I have proved 
that, if, instead of making convents of them, there should be given to 
them the destination assigned by their donors, a part of these buildings 
and endowments would serve to shelter and feed the infirm or sick 
poor, and with the rest workshops could be made for the able-bodied 
men. It would then be easy to prevent beggary and to find hands for 
the culture of the soil." 



8. — Nouvelle Biographie Generate depuis les Temps les plus recules 
jusqu'a nos Jours. Avec les Renseignements bibliographiques et Vindi- 
cation des Sources a consulter. Publiee par MM. Firmin Didot 
Freres, sous la Direction de M. le Dr. Hoefek. Tome XLI. 
Paris. 1862. 8vo. pp. 516. 

The great biographical encyclopaedia, commenced by Dr. Hoefer in 
1852, and which was to be finished in five or six years in twenty or 
twenty-two volumes, has already reached its forty-first volume, and 
after eleven years is still far from completion. If the remaining six 
letters of the alphabet are treated as fully as those that have gone 
before, the whole series will come near to fifty octavo volumes, of more 
than five hundred pages each, in double columns and close print. 
In the arrangement, style, and thoroughness of the several articles, 
we can discover no abatement of ability. There is ample evidence of 
faithful research, of critical sagacity, of skill in the selection of materials, 
and of unwillingness to rely on the statements and notices of other 
similar dictionaries. Many errors of previous compilations have been 
corrected, and the articles in each department have been intrusted to 
writers in sympathy with their subjects. We must except from this 
general -statement, however, the American articles, which do not im- 
prove as the volumes proceed. In the article on Theodore Parker, 
for instance, of half a column in length, the real efficiency, influence, 
and position of the radical leader are not at all appreciated, and we have 
the strange and unaccountable mistake of representing his " Discourse 
of Matters pertaining to Religion " as a " kind of religious manifesto in 
favor of the authority of the Church, the sacred character of the Scrip- 
tures, and the Divinity of Christ"! The only authority cited is the 
" Cyclopaedia of American Literature, Vol. II.," which gives in plain 
terms a diametrically opposite statement of the position of the arch- 
heretic. In the article upon Prescott, which is quite long and able, the 
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writer makes the mistake of saying that Mr. Edward Everett was Min- 
ister at Madrid, confounding one brother with another. But in the 
American department the gravest fault is the " sin of omission." Very 
few of the more distinguished American names, whether in politics, 
science, art, letters, law, or theology, are noticed. In a volume published 
less than six months ago, we might reasonably look for the names of 
some who have distinguished themselves in our present war, and who 
are far enough on in the alphabet to come under remark ; but not one 
is mentioned. No English or French writer of local history is omitted 5 
but we look in vain for Palfrey, the historian of New England, and 
Parkman, the biographer of Pontiac. Pierce the President is illustrat- 
ed at length; but there is no allusion to Peirce the mathematician, 
who has been honored in Europe, and has been able to correct the er- 
rors of foreign astronomers. Poets far inferior in fame to Pierpont are 
celebrated in these columns ; but his name is not there. We find ten 
articles with the heading of "Phillips," yet none of them American. The 
only " Paine " noticed in the work is the notorious " Thomas Paine." 

In this, as in all other cyclopaedias, we cannot help observing, as the 
work goes oq, a tendency to compress and condense. In the earlier 
volumes, there were many articles of ten pages or more. In the last 
volume, we have noticed but two articles, those on Raphael and on 
Pythagoras, which reach that length ; and most of the articles, even 
on the eminent names in French literature, are comparatively short. 
Racine is finished in seven pages, Rabelais in six, Regnard in six, 
Quinet in one. Mythological personages have been gradually dropped. 
Less space is given to mere dignitaries, whether of church or state. 
This compression is doubtless judicious, yet it gives to the work an 
unequal appearance, and makes it seem hurried. 

As a whole, the work is accurate, comprehensive, well digested, and 
very cheap, when its amount and variety of matter are considered. A 
thousand columns of close print for four francs cannot be considered 
exorbitant. 



9. — Lives of the Engineers, with an Account of their 'principal Works; 
comprising also a History of Inland Communication in Britain. By 
Samuel Smiles. "With Portraits and numerous Illustrations. 
Vol. III. [George and Robert Stephenson.] London : John 
Murray. 1862. 8vo. pp. xxi. and 512. 

Mr. Smiles's Life of George Stephenson is one of the best and 
most popular biographies which have been published within the last ten 
years ; and the author has decided wisely in including it in his Lives 
48* 



